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at restructuring the national flag carrier

 
Quick Read

Two prominent 
political figures from 
Sindh, KPK join PTI

LAHORE (Staff Reporter): 
Two prominent political 
and social figures from 
Sindh and KPK announced 
to join the PTI on Thursday 
expressing their full con-
fidence in the leadership 
of party chief Imran Khan. 
Pir of Ranipur from Khair-
pur, Sindh, Pir Niaz Hussain 
Jilani and Haroon Leghari 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
announced their joining 
of the party in a meeting 
with PTI chairman who 
termed the development 
a big blow to the alleged 
efforts to crush his party. 
He said that it clearly indi-
cated that attempts to force 
people to leave the PTI by 
unleashing a reign of terror 
failed to yield the desired 
results. The PTI chairman 
welcomed both Pir Niaz 
Hussain Jilani and Haroon 
Leghari into the PTI fold. 
A PTI source claimed that 
an unprecedented increase 
has been witnessed in con-
tacts with the PTI lead-
ership by major political 
personalities from various 
parts of the country. 

Nawab of Junagarh 
Muhammad Jahangir 
Khanji passes away

ISLAMABAD (AGENCIES): 
Nawab of Junagarh, Mu-
hammad Jahangir Khanji 
passed away in Karachi 
on Thursday, confirmed 
his spokesperson. Khanji 
was admitted to a private 
hospital after being diag-
nosed with cancer where 
he breathed his last. The 
funeral prayer of the 
Nawab will be offered on 
Friday (tomorrow) at Jun-
agadh House Karachi after 
Namaz e Juma. The de-
ceased has left his mother, 
widow, and two children 
to mourn his death. Politi-
cal and social figures have 
expressed deep grief over 
the sad departure of Nawab 
of Junagadh. The Nawab 
dedicated his entire life to 
the independence of the 
Junagadh state and contin-
ued his struggle till the last 
breath of his life. The death 
of Nawab Muhammad Jah-
angir is a great loss to the 
country and his family.
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A Journey Through Time: Dr Jonathan Addleton reflects on 
his life in Pakistan and his leadership at FC College University
| Dr Addleton says we have a socio-economic, ethnic, and religious diversity at FCCU | Despite AI’s 

current limitations, it is essential to keep up with technological advancements
SALMAN MASOOD/ALI HAMZA 

ISLAMABAD

Born in Pakistan in 1957, Dr Jonathan 
Addleton, the current President of For-
man Christian College University (FCCU), 
shares a deep, multi-faceted relation-
ship with Pakistan. His initial 18 years 
in Pakistan were pivotal, carving out a 
deep-seated affinity for the country that 
he carries with him to this day. “I spent 
the first 18 years of my life here. Pakistan 
is not just a place I was born in, it is a part 
of who I am,” Dr. Addleton shares pas-
sionately. His journey includes a 30-year-
long career in the Foreign Service, with a 
focus on development systems in several 
countries, including Pakistan. 

Dr. Addleton vividly recalls his re-
turn to Pakistan after the heartbreak-
ing earthquake of 2005, a disaster that 
claimed the lives of more than 60,000 
people and resulted in the loss of homes 
for approximately three million people. 
These experiences shaped his perspec-
tive on resilience, service, and the power 
of communities, which would later in-
form his approach at FCCU. From a young 
learner at Murree Christian College to the 
President of FCCU in 2019, Dr Addleton 
has witnessed Pakistan’s transformation 
first-hand. He noted the stark contrasts 
between the Pakistan of his childhood 
and the one he now serves, emphasiz-
ing the country’s significant strides in 
development and global connectivity. “In 

the early 1960s, they pointed to a place 
and said, ‘This is where they are going to 
build the capital.’ Now, it’s a bustling city, 
testament to the country’s remarkable 
progress,” Dr. Addleton reflects. 

Transitioning from Pakistan to North-
western University was not an easy 
feat in a pre-internet era. Dr Addleton 
reminisces about the hardships he faced 
when applying to foreign universities 
through traditional mail. Despite the 
struggles, he shares that the experience 
instilled in him a resilience and determi-

nation to seize every learning opportu-
nity. “I had to communicate through let-
ters. It was difficult, but the experience 
taught me resilience and to seize learn-
ing opportunities,” he said.

On discussing FCCU’s rich legacy, Dr 
Addleton notes the institution’s remark-
able history, dating back to 1864. He 
deeply appreciates the tenacity of the 
alumni who reversed the nationaliza-
tion of FCCU and rejuvenated its stat-
ure. Having seen FCCU’s transformative 
journey, he takes his leadership role 

very seriously. “I bring my diplomatic 
background to FCCU, but the challenge 
lies in the academic side. We focus on 
fostering critical thinking here, not just 
on rote memorization,” he explains.

Dr. Addleton is optimistic about the fu-
ture of education in Pakistan. He acknowl-
edges the hurdles, particularly around 
quality assurance, but believes that FCCU 
and its graduates will play a crucial role in 
shaping the educational landscape. “Our 
students embody the ethos of FCCU, car-

rying forward the liberal arts tradition. I 
have high hopes that they will help shape 
the future of higher education in Pakistan,” 
he emphasizes. With the rise of artificial 
intelligence (AI), Dr Addleton discusses 
its potential impact on students and edu-
cation. He believes that despite AI’s cur-
rent limitations, it’s essential to keep up 
with these technological advancements. 
“AI applications have their limitations and 
still need human intervention. Our faculty 
is very aware of this and actively engaged 
in discussions about it,” he shared.

FCCU, under Dr Addleton’s leadership, 
is also a beacon of diversity. The institu-
tion boasts a wide array of students from 
diverse religious, socio-economic, and 
ethnic backgrounds. Dr. Addleton takes 
pride in this diversity, noting that the first 
Sikh officer in the Pakistan Army is a For-
man graduate. “We have a socio-econom-
ic, ethnic, and religious diversity at FCCU. 
Students from all walks of life and parts 
of Pakistan join us.” Despite the current 
political and economic uncertainties in 
Pakistan, Dr Addleton remains hopeful, 
drawing inspiration from the resilience 
and vibrancy of Pakistan’s youth. “There 
is incredible resilience among Pakistanis. 
We have vibrant, outstanding young peo-
ple here. Education matters, and I believe 
in a national consensus that upholds it, 
even amidst governmental changes,” 
he concluded. His optimism shines 
through, providing a beacon of hope for 
the future of education in Pakistan.

Dr Addleton, President Forman 
Christian College, during his visit 
to The Nation Islamabad office.

National Assembly takes up 
vital bills in farewell session

JAVAID UR RAHMAN
ISLAMABAD

Removing the confusion about 
early culmination of the Nation-
al Assembly, the Business Advi-
sory Committee of the National 
Assembly has clarified that the 
current 15th National Assembly 
will complete its tenure.

The farewell session will 
continue till completion of the 
15th National Assembly tenure. 
“Thanks to Almighty Allah that 
the 15th National Assembly is go-
ing to complete its five-year ten-
ure in a constitutional way,” NA 
Speaker Raja Parvaiz Ashraf said 
while addressing the meeting 
here yesterday. The meeting also 
decided to execute important leg-
islative business including pas-
sage of private members bills.

Later, the lawmakers passed 
the Pakistan Civil Aviation Bill, 
2022 and the Pakistan Airports 
Authority Bill, 2022. These bills 
mainly aimed at restructuring 
the national flag carrier and 
ensuring compliance with the 
international standards. MNA 
Maulana Abdul Akbar said that 
the employees of Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) have some 
concerns over the legislation. 

He was of the view that some 
employees of the authority 
would be rendered jobless. The 
treasury benches also intro-
duced the Pakistan Electronic 
Media Regulatory Authority 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 and 
seven other bills in the House.

Information Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said that the 
Pakistan Electronic Media Regu-
latory Authority (Amendment) 
Bill, 2023 would for the first 

time envisage amendments in 
nine sections of the Pemra Or-
dinance, 2002 while five more 
amendments have been added. 

She said that the content 
about children, energy and eco-
nomic issues have been added in 
the transmissions while the law 
would also provide that the Gov-
ernment would stop giving ad-
vertisements to a channel if sal-
aries of employees are not paid 

for two months. She said that 
all the representative bodies of 
owners and employees of Paki-
stan Broadcasters Association 
(PBA), CPNE and PFUJ who were 
part of the joint action commit-
tee have given their inputs in the 
bill and mutual consultation be-
tween all the stakeholders.

She said that as per law solely 
the Pemra Chairman would not 
have powers to suspend a chan-
nel or stop programme of any 

particular anchorperson and the 
same decision would be taken by 
a three-member committee on re-
ceiving any complain. On a point 
of order, MNA from Balochistan 
Muhammad Aslam Bhootani 
claimed he was never in good 
books of the establishment but 
he got highest number of votes 
in the province. The house saw 
a thin presence of lawmakers on 
the first day of farewell session.

Rs50 to be charged as TV, 
radio fee in power bills
IMRAN ALI KUNDI 

ISLAMABAD

The federal government would 
charge Rs50 in electricity bills 
per month as TV and radio fee 
to reduce their financial losses. 

Finance ministry on Thurs-
day told a parliamentary com-
mittee that Rs35 as TV and 
Rs15 as radio fee will be levied 
in the electricity bills. The Sen-
ate Standing Committee on 
Finance had recommended it 
in its budget proposals for the 
current fiscal year. The Sen-
ate Standing Committee on 
Finance met on Thursday un-
der the Chairmanship of Sena-
tor Saleem Mandviwalla here 
at the Parliament House. The 
committee received briefing on 
the inclusion of Budget recom-
mendation of the Senate in the 
Budget 2023-24. It was briefed 
that the Fiance Division budget 

wing received 55 recommen-
dations for Financial Budget 
2023 from the Senate Commit-
tee, however, most of recom-
mendations were related to 
Federal Board of revenue. 

The Ministry briefed that 
recommendations related to 
Privatization of loss making 
enterprises, increased bud-
get allocation for health sec-
tor, funds for rehabilitation 
of flood victims, availability 
of food items at subsidized 
rates, rise in TV fee from Rs35 
to Rs50 and mechanism for 
subsidies on fertilizers and 
daily food items were fully 
adopted, however the Minis-
try partially adopted recom-
mendations such as grant of 
tax holidays to export indus-
try etc, explaining that govt is 
providing all necessary sup-
port to IT sector and export 
oriented industries. 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba shake hands during their interaction.
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